Prof. Robert Solomon Wistrich
(April 1945 - May 2015)

«He died, the last prince, amid poems, phylactesad foot bindings. We
buried him at a desolate train station. And |, wdam hardly harness the
storms of fantasy raging through my ancient bodigceived my brother's
last breath» (Isaac Bab&he Rabbi’'s Son

We are publishing the paper that Professor Wisplehned to present in Rome on May2his
year within the framework of the series of confeeshorganised by thiaternational Center for
Modern Jewish Civilizatiorat Roma Tre University, in cooperation with tm¢ernational Master
on HolocaustStudies, thelnternational Colloquium Between the East and thesiwthe NGO
Associazione Europa Riceread the journal 'rauma and Memory

Professor Wistrich’s conference was to be heldhe Senate Library. Many authoritative
representatives of the academic and political watdong them the Hon. Piero Fassino, Mayor of
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Turin and Professor Giacomo Marramao, a scholathef Philosophy of Politics at Roma Tre
University, had accepted invitations to attend #n@nt organised by our Center in Roma Tre
University.

Sadly, the day before the conference, Professotridfisdied following a serious heart attack.
His death leaves a profound void in those who kaed respected him.

The previous evening we had spoken at length asidigegmportant cooperation projects. | met
Wistrich many years ago at Heidelberg Universita @onference on anti-Semitism and ever since
we kept in touch by letter. We were supposed totragain in May in Jerusalem at an International
Conference on Anti-Semitism, but for health reasbmsas unable to attend. | never imagined |
would have to assist him far from his love onese Pevious evening, on the Janiculum Hill, |
spoke to him about Benedetto Musolino, an imporgensonality in the Italian Risorgimento who,
in 1851, wrote a book in which he stated the needhe reconstruction of a national independent
Jewish life in the land in which its civilisationaw formed. Wistrich was not familiar with this
author and was very impressed by him. We discutisegossibility of translating the book into
Hebrew. This too was among his future projects.

Prof. Robert Solomon Wistrich was the Erich NeubkerBrofessor of European and Jewish
History at theHebrew University of Jerusalemnd the head of theniversity’s Vidal Sassoon
International Center for the Study of Antisemitiskle was born in Lenger, in the Kazakh Soviet
Socialist Republic on Aprile 7, 1945. His parensrevleftist Polish Jews who had moved to Lviv
in 1940 to escape the Naxi persecutions. In 194% mmoved to Kazakhstan, where Wistrich fathers
was imrpisoned twice by theKVD (the “People's Commisariat for Internal Affairs’After the
Second war the parents emigrated to France. Roettich grew in England, where received his
Ph.D from theUniversity of Londonn 1974. In 1985 his study of Socialism and thesJe/on the
joint award of thevidal Sassoon International Center for the StudyAofisemitismat theHebrew
Universityof Jerusalemand theAmerican Jewish Committedis 1989 book'he Jews of Vienna in
the Age of Franz Josephceived the Austrian State Prize in History. kst studyAntisemitism:
The longest Hatre(1991) won thelewish Quarterly-Vingate Literary Prize the UK a year later.

Between 1991 and 1995, Wistrich was appointed itseHolder of the Chair of Jewish Studies
at University College Londqgnn addition to his position at théebrew University of Jerusalerkle
was on of six scholars who sat on theernational Catholic — Jewish Historical Commizsifrom
1999 to 2001 to examine the wartime record of PBpgs Xll, with special reference to the
Holocaust. From 2002, he was the director of\figal Sassoon International Center for the Study
of Antisemitismand edits its journal.

The following is the paper that Professor Wistgdanned to present and discuss with me, Piero
Fassino, prof. Giacomo Marramao on May 2@&h.earlier version of this paper was published in
“Mosaic Magazine on line” in October 2014 this paper sent together with an authorisatmn t
publish it, Robert Wistrich analyses the dynamidsnew anti-Semitism and the grey area
enveloping it, with specific reference to the Fiecase.
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