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Abstract. The essay analyzes the impact of the 1938 antisemitic laws on the University of Siena, reconstructing the 

institutional, educational, and individual consequences resulting from the implementation of racial legislation. Even at 

this relatively small university, compliance with the directives of the fascist regime was rapid and largely devoid of 

resistance. The only Jewish faculty member, Guido Tedeschi, was dismissed from teaching, while foreign Jewish 

students were subjected to restrictions that limited or interrupted their academic paths. The attitude of the academic 

authorities was characterized by conformity and obedience; teaching was reoriented in accordance with regime 

directives, with the introduction of courses inspired by biological racism and fascist propaganda. The Fascist University 

Group (GUF) contributed to the spread of antisemitism in line with the national context. Particular significance is given 

to the condition of foreign Jewish students: some managed to graduate in an accelerated timeframe, sometimes thanks 

to informal support, while others were expelled or interned in concentration camps after 1940. The Sienese case is 

emblematic of the dynamics of Italian universities under fascism, highlighting the role of academic institutions in 

implementing racial policy and the need for further research into the experiences of foreign students.  

Keywords: Racial Laws; Siena University; GUF (Fascist University Group); Foreign Students.  

 

Riassunto. Il saggio analizza l’impatto delle leggi antisemite del 1938 sull’Università di Siena, ricostruendo le 

conseguenze istituzionali, didattiche e individuali prodotte dall’applicazione della normativa razziale. Anche in questo 

ateneo di dimensioni contenute l’adeguamento alle direttive del regime fascista fu rapido e sostanzialmente privo di 

resistenze. L’unico docente ebreo, Guido Tedeschi, venne espulso dall’insegnamento, mentre gli studenti ebrei stranieri 

furono sottoposti a restrizioni che ne limitarono o interruppero i percorsi di studio. L’atteggiamento degli organi 

accademici si caratterizzò per conformismo e obbedienza; la didattica fu riorientata in ossequio alle direttive del regime, 

con l’introduzione di insegnamenti ispirati al razzismo biologico e alla propaganda fascista; i Gruppi Universitari 

Fascisti (GUF) contribuirono alla diffusione dell’antisemitismo in linea con il quadro nazionale. Particolare rilievo 

assume la condizione degli studenti ebrei stranieri: alcuni riuscirono a laurearsi in tempi accelerati, talvolta grazie a 

sostegni informali, mentre altri furono espulsi o internati nei campi di concentramento dopo il 1940. Il caso senese 

risulta emblematico delle dinamiche dell’università italiana sotto il fascismo, evidenziando il ruolo delle istituzioni 

accademiche nell’attuazione della politica razziale e la necessità di approfondire ulteriormente le vicende degli studenti 

stranieri.  

Parole chiave: Leggi razziste; Università di Siena; GUF (Gruppi Universitari Fascisti); Studenti stranieri. 

 

 

 

Introduction 
 

The University of Siena was still a small university during the fascist period, consisting of the 

Faculty of Medicina e chirurgia and the Faculty of Giurisprudenza. In addition to these were the 

degree courses in Farmacia (which became a faculty in 1933) and Scienze politiche (established in 

1938, with 15 students)1. The Faculty of Lettere, repeatedly called for by the Sienese academics, 

was only authorised after the war. In Siena too, the impact of the legislation and of the racist climate 

fostered by government propaganda in the country was certainly significant, not only from a 

political perspective but also due to the level of administrative work it required. This involved 

taking a census of the Jewish presence in the University, assessing whether those enrolled in 
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1 This is the total number of enrolled students including fuori corso students (students enrolled but who have not yet 

passed the number of exams expected for that course in the standard period of time): 414 in 1921-22; 254 in 1931-32; 

and 303 in 1940-41. At the time of the racial laws’ promulgation, the 1938-39 Yearbook recorded 275 enrolled students. 

Cfr. Nino Cordisco, Università e fascismo. Il caso senese, Firenze, Firenze Atheneum, 2013, p. 85. 
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university courses could continue their studies, and preventing Jewish lecturers from teaching. The 

administrative interventions in the University of Siena followed the procedures set out in the 

regulations issued by the Ministero dell’Educazione Nazionale (Ministry of National Education) 

and also included bans on enrolment in post-graduate Schools of Specialisation which, for 

medicine, represented the normal continuation of training for professional purposes2. This political 

and administrative action took place within a communicative framework that presented anti-Jewish 

racism as an unavoidable national issue. Siena conformed without exception and the newspaper La 

Rivoluzione Fascista (“Fascist Revolution”, local organ of the party) provided a snapshot of the 

Jewish presence in the province in September 1938, following the recent census carried out by both 

the municipalities and the University:  
 

«In the province of Siena, the Jewish nuclei that have recently immigrated or have resided for a long time 

have not reached the significant size that, on the contrary, some Italian cities and regions report, from what 

we read in the newspapers. The figures we have collected, if not 100% accurate, are at least very close, and 

indicate that out of a population of 268,500 people, there are 81 Jewish families and a total of 269 Jews. That 

is less than 1 per 1,000 inhabitants. Of these 81 families, 74 are recorded as living in Siena, with a total of 

247 Jews. In Chianciano there are 3 Jewish families, in Montepulciano 1, in Monteriggioni 1, in 

Piancastagnaio 1, and in Rapolano 1. Of course, these are a further few dozen individuals of Jewish race in 

Siena and in the municipality of Chianciano, who are only temporarily in our region for study or medical 

reasons. Among the permanent residents, about 80% are merchants with excellent financial standing, apart 

from a few exceptions. The remaining 20% are university students, professionals, or employees. In our 

university, only one professor will be leaving his teaching position because he is of Jewish race, and exactly 

11 foreign Jewish students cannot be readmitted to study»3. 

 

The only Jewish professor at the University of Siena was Guido Tedeschi, Professor ordinario of 

Diritto civile; there were no Italian Jewish students enrolled, whereas there were twenty foreigners - 

as we shall see later - all in the degree courses of Medicina and Farmacia, from Poland, Romania, 

Germany, Hungary, and the Soviet Union. The absence of Italian Jewish students at the University 

of Siena should not blind us to the purpose of the legislation introduced in the autumn of 1938, 

which was to have universities without Jews and thus prevent new enrolments by those who had 

finished secondary education. So, while the frustrated desires and aspirations of individuals cannot 

be measured, the existence of "absent students", attributable to the effects of the 1938 laws, should 

not be overlooked.  
 

 

Lecturers and teaching 
 

A study of the university and the behaviour of its governing bodies during the racial campaign 

reveals a variety of stances: from formal obedience, to zeal, to political-ideological conformism, to 

agreement with the political views behind the measures. In Siena, in addition to the required official 

position presented by the University leadership for the opening of the 1938-39 Academic year, there 

is a trace of the “Jewish problem” in the minutes of the Academic Senate4 and in those of the 

Faculty Councils of Medicina/Farmacia and Giurisprudenza/Scienze Politiche. In the Council 

 
2 The Polish Jew Izydor Steinwurzel, after a degree in Medicina from Siena, had completed a three-year internship 

at the local eye clinic while waiting to enrol in the course of specialisation. In his letter to Mussolini he stated that he 

had not been able to do so earlier due to lack of funds and now was banned by the Ministry in accordance with the 

circular of 16.1.1939. The case is recalled in F. Cavarocchi – F. Minerbi, Politica razziale e persecuzione antiebraica 

nell’ateneo fiorentino, in E. Collotti (a cura di), Razza e fascismo. La persecuzione contro gli ebrei in Toscana (1938-

1943), Roma, Carocci, 1999, pp. 467-510, to p. 482. 
3 Not signed, Gli ebrei in provincia di Siena, in “La Rivoluzione Fascista”, 18 September 1938 (48), p. 4. 
4 The Academic Senate minutes from 1938 onwards attest: confirmation of Tedeschi’s position before the racial 

laws and, following their introduction, silence on the fate of the Jewish professor while announcing his replacement; the 

introduction of race-themed courses; and the exclusion of a Jewish student from being selected for an academic prize. 

Cfr. Verbali del Senato Accademico dall’11 luglio 1933 al 5 gennaio 1945 (Minutes of the Academic Senate from 11 

July 1933 to 5 January 1945). 
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minutes there is above all the introduction of “racially motivated” course content and the details of 

turnover of professors who taught until 1944. The most significant page was written in the minutes 

of the Faculty of Giurisprudenza Council meeting of 10 October 1938, which was largely devoted 

to the impact of anti-Semitic legislation on the University, with specific reference to the dismissal 

of Professor Tedeschi5.  

The university complied with the regime's demands with an embarrassed reticence because it 

was uncomfortable purging parts of itself. Expelling students was easier, whereas an illustrious 

professor – a “first among equals” - represented a tangible blow to an institution jealous of its own 

margins of independence from political power. Norberto Bobbio, professor of Filosofia del diritto 

at Siena from 1938 to 1940, reminded me of the atmosphere in the university after the introduction 

of anti-Jewish measures: 
 

«The opinion of the academics regarding the racial laws was unanimously negative. But this opinion was not 

matched by active resistance on our part, as has been noted several times. When I arrived in Siena at the end 

of 1938, Professor Guido Tedeschi, whom I knew as the nephew of the well-known Professor Giorgio Del 

Vecchio, Rector of the University of Rome, was no longer there»6. 

 

At the inauguration of the 1938-39 academic year, Rector Alessandro Raselli, professor of 

Diritto processuale civile7, made only a brief mention of Tedeschi's dismissal: 
 

«An affectionate word of farewell to Prof. Guido Tedeschi, our excellent colleague and esteemed holder of 

the chair of Diritto civile, who is leaving his teaching post as a result of measures introduced by the superior 

demands of the defence of the race»8. 

 

It is difficult not to notice the carefully measured words used: rather than “affection”, the 

greeting betrayed embarrassment towards the figure of the “excellent” and “esteemed” Tedeschi, 

given that the dismissal (redacted to "farewell") was transformed into a euphemistic leaving of the 

profession, almost as if it were a voluntary choice. But the main dialectical device lay in the reasons 

given, since the “measures for the defence of the race” were defined with the ambivalent expression 

of “superior”: therefore meaning ‘very important’ but also independent of the will of the local 

administrators. Raselli, like other Italian university rectors at the time, was able to present himself 

as obsequious and aligned with the national political authorities, but also blameless. This episode 

demonstrates the importance of the Italian university tradition, with its coat of arms as an ancient 

body of the national ruling class, aware that its actions will make history, inscribed on a path that 

will transcend all government policies, even fascism. The rector was a faculty colleague of 

Tedeschi's and the embarrassment of the dismissal of an important figure in Sienese legal culture9 

was made clear in the attempt to make amends by compiling a certificate from the faculty, in which 

the Dean, Ottorino Vannini, and his colleagues of Giurisprudenza highlighted the scholar's 

scientific acclaim and great merits. This aspect of formal solidarity, which was also produced at 

Tedeschi's own request, may seem of little substance compared to the humiliation and damage of a 

dismissal, but within a mechanism of obedience to ‘superior’ logic, even small acts of human 

solidarity have significance. This is worth noting especially when comparing the behaviour of the 

Sienese faculty of Giurisprudenza with the experiences of other Italian universities: contempt, 

 
5 Cfr., Giulio Cianferotti, Le leggi razziali e i rettori delle Università italiane (con una vicenda senese), in “Le Carte 

e la Storia”, 2, December 2004, pp. 15-28. 
6 Letter of 28 September 1997 from Norberto Bobbio to the author. 
7 Raselli remained in his position in the three-year period 1936-39 and was the only Rector of the University of 

Siena between 1922 and 1943 who was from the Faculty of Giurisprudenza rather than the Faculty of Medicina.  
8 Relazione del Rettore Prof. Alessandro Raselli, in R. Università di Siena, Annuario per l’anno accademico 1938-

39 XVII E. F., Siena, 1939. 
9 About the Sienese Giurisprudenza academics, see Floriana Colao, I giuristi universitari a Siena tra diritto e 

politica (1938-1958), in Marco Cavina (a cura di), Giuristi al bivio. La Facoltà di giurisprudenza tra regime fascista ed 

età repubblicana, Bologna, Clueb, 2014, pp. 187-210. 
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silence and reticence were not infrequent, and even refusal to write letters of appreciation for the 

work done by the expelled academics10. 

Tedeschi's story has been the subject of various reconstructions11, most recently with the 

photographic exhibition dedicated to him by the University of Siena on the eightieth anniversary of 

the racial laws12. In synthesis, here is a brief biography: Guido (Gad) Tedeschi (Rovigo, 17 May 

1907 - Jerusalem, 21 November 1992) graduated in Giurisprudenza in Rome in 1928. From 1931 

he taught Diritto civile first in Rome, then in Cagliari and Perugia. Contracted to teach Diritto civile 

and Istituzioni di diritto privato at Siena from the 1935-36 academic year (made permanent from 

the following year), he remained there until his expulsion due to the racial laws. In 1931-32 he 

spearheaded an initiative under the aegis of the League of Nations to coordinate the International 

Convention on Anti-Semitism. On 29 October 1932 he joined the Partito Nazionale Fascista (PNF) 

(National Fascist Party). In 1937 he was commissioned by the Faculty of Giurisprudenza to write a 

report: “Relazione sul Secondo Libro del Codice Civile” (Report on the Second Book of the Civil 

Code). After losing his teaching post on 14 December 1938 (replaced in Diritto civile by Marcello 

Andreoli and in Istituzioni di diritto privato by Carlo Maiorca) he emigrated to Jerusalem in 1939 

with his daughter Silvia and his wife Elda Finzi. With the help of Raffaele Cantoni, he obtained an 

English visa in Switzerland, which he used to travel by ship from Trieste to Haifa on 3 April 1939. 

Tedeschi's career in Israel was very distinguished: as one of the founders of the Faculty of Law at 

the Hebrew University of Jerusalem where he taught until 1976, he is considered one of the fathers 

of Israeli Civil law and was awarded the Israel Prize, the State's highest honour for culture. He was 

reinstated at the University of Siena in June 1944, remained on leave of absence without ever 

returning to Italy13, and was finally retired from the University in 1950. The decisive factor in his 

decision not to return to Italy was the failure to recognise his status as a full professor (ordinario), 

since at the time of his expulsion from the university he had not yet completed the initial three-year 

period (as straordinario) in that role14. 

Tedeschi left the chair of Diritto civile and the teaching of Istituzioni di diritto privato on 

receiving the suspension communicated to him by the Rector on 16 October 1938 and he was 

replaced by Carlo Maiorca, a professor straordinario at the University of Cagliari15. At Siena, from 

1938 Maiorca16 taught Istituzioni di diritto privato and Istituzioni di diritto romano and in the 

academic years 1940-41 and 1941-42 he was professor ordinario of Diritto privato and in charge of 

 
10 Giulio Cianferotti, Le leggi razziali, cit. in particular p. 17 and notes 40 and 41. 
11 Nino Cordisco, L’Università di Siena e le leggi razziali: l’espulsione del professor Guido Tedeschi, in “Studi 

Senesi”, CXIII (III serie, L), 3, 2001, pp. 586-606, Id, Università e fascismo, cit., Giulio Cianferotti, Le leggi razziali, 

cit., Izhak Englard, Guido (Gad) Tedeschi at Eighty: a Tribute, in “Israel Law Review”, 21, 3-4 (Summer–Autumn 

1986), pp. 247-68.  
12 Storie di persecuzione a Siena: Guido Tedeschi. Vicende paradigmatiche del Novecento. Le Università di Siena e 

Gerusalemme attraverso la storia avventurosa di un giurista ebreo, from 25 October 2018 at the Department of 

Giurisprudenza of the University of Siena. 
13 In the University of Siena’s yearbook for 1945-46 the name of Tedeschi reappears as professor ordinario of 

Diritto civile (in supernumerary) available for the Ministero degli Esteri (Ministry of Foreign Affairs). The 1947-48 

yearbook shows him as professor ordinario of Diritto civile. 
14 On the academic career of Tedeschi in Siena cfr., ACS, Min. Pub. Istr., Direzione Generale Istruzione 

Universitaria, fascicoli Professori Ordinari III Serie (1940-1970), b. 450, f. “Tedeschi Guido”. Tedeschi tried to oppose 

his dismissal by sending an appeal on the grounds of discrimination on 5 November 1938, in which he highlighted his 

enrolment in the Avanguardia Giovanile fascista (AGF -fascist student youth organisation) even before the march on 

Rome, and the merits of his father, Attilio Tedeschi, inspector of the Ministero delle Finanze (Ministry of Finance). 

Cfr., ACS, Min. Int., Direzione Generale Demografia e Razza, Divisione Razza, Fascicoli Personali, b. 161, f. 9991. 
15 In the Faculty of Giurisprudenza Council meeting’s minutes (from here on referred to as FGCM) of 10 October 

1938, Tedeschi’s responsibility for the Istituzioni di diritto privato course was declared forfeited and it was proposed 

that Maiorca take it over, with subsequent approval on 8 November. The FGCM of 23 November formalised Maiorca’s 

position in charge of Istituzioni di diritto privato and Diritto civile.  
16 Born in Patti (Messina) on 25 June 1908, enrolled in the PNF from 1925, he obtained the libera docenza in Diritto 

civile in 1934, cfr. ACS, Min. Pub. Istr., Direzione Generale istruzione Superiore Divisione I, Liberi Docenti II Serie 

(1930-1950), b. 293, f. “Maiorca Carlo” 
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Diritto civile17, after which he moved to the University of Turin18. The Diritto civile course, which 

had been Tedeschi’s, was entrusted in July 1939 to Vincenzo Andreoli19 who, like Maiorca, made a 

career in Siena, becoming professor ordinario of Istituzioni di diritto privato in February 194420. In 

addition to this subject, between 1943 and 1948 Andreoli was also entrusted with Dottrina dello 

Stato and Diritto agrario21. 

At the end of fascism, the process of purging within the university concerned only nine teaching 

staff and aiuti who were particularly involved in collusion with Republican Fascism22. The fact that 

they had taken over from a professor expelled for racial reasons was not a factor in the decisions of 

the Purge Commission set up by the University of Siena. Among its five members were Mario 

Benazzi and Giuseppe Bianchini, who had taught Biologia delle razze umane and Antropologia 

criminale respectively. Professor Andreoli therefore continued his career at the University of Siena 

as normal, as indeed did all the other lecturers who had responded to the demands of a revised 

teaching curriculum under the banner of racism. From the 1938-39 academic year onwards, the 

Faculties of Diritto and Medicina were expanded with new courses, or existing ones were contorted 

to Bottai's racist approach. In October the courses of Scienza dell’ortogenesi (a third-year elective 

course) and Biologia delle razze umane (a first-year elective course) were introduced in Medicina23. 

Scienza dell’ortogenesi was taught by the libero docente Giovanni Romaniello24 from 1938-39 

to 1941-42 and later by Giorgio Alberto Chiurco25. Romaniello introduced the course by illustrating 

the differences between orthogenesis, eugenics and puericulture and over the years continued 

 
17 For the decision taken by the faculty reagrding Maiorca’s position as professor ordinario, cfr. FGCM of 23 

January 1941. For the nomination to professor ordinario and relative citation, cfr. FGCM of 24 October 1941. 
18 In the FGCM of 16 May 1942 his transfer as of the 1942-43 academic year was announced, and in the meeting of 

19 November 1942 there was a discussion regarding Andreoli as his replacement. 
19 Born in Frascati on 26 October 1903, enrolled in the PNF from 1928, he obtained the libera docenza in Diritto 

civile in 1933 and confirmation of a permanent position on 26 July 1939 (Cfr. ACS, Min. Pub. Istr., Direzione Generale 

Istruzione Superiore, Divisione I, Liberi Docenti II Serie (1930-1950), b. 13, f. “Andreoli Marcello”). In the same 

month he received the offer from Siena of the chair for Diritto civile, cfr., FGCM of 4 July 1939. 
20 Cfr., FGCM of 25 February 1944. 
21 From the yearbooks of the University of Siena. 
22 Three tenured professors: Andrea Rapisardi-Mirabelli ordinario of Diritto internazionale, Gilberto Manganotti 

ordinario of Clinica dermosifilopatica, and Giorgio Alberto Chiurco straordinario of Patologia speciale chirurgica. 

Six people, all incaricati, assistenti or liberi docenti: Agostino Battignani, Luigi Bellucci, Giovanni Forconi, Mario 

Friscelli, Leopoldo Giuntini and Massimo Tramontano. The Purge Commission of the university, set up on 18 

September 1944, was comprised of: Mario Bracci, ordinario of Diritto amministrativo, Bruno Paradisi, straordinario of 

Storia del diritto italiano, Giuseppe Bianchini, ordinario of Medicina legale e delle assicurazioni, Mario Benazzi, 

straordinario of Biologia e zoologia generale, Venceslao Cesaris Demel, straordinario of Anatomia e istologia 

patologica. Cfr., Mattia Flamigni, Professori e università di fronte all’epurazione. Dalle ordinanze alleate alla 

pacificazione (1943-1948), Bologna, Il Mulino, 2019. 
23 Cfr. Minutes of the Faculty of Medicina e Chirurgia Council Meeting (from here on referred to as MFMC): 

introduction of the new courses (11 October 1938); course assignment to teaching staff (5 November 1938); year when 

course would be taught (29 December 1938). 
24 Born in Montalbano Jonio (Catanzaro) on 24 February 1905, he enrolled in the PNF from December 1920, took 

part in the march on Rome, was a squadrista (fascist squad member), and had received the sciarpa littorio decoration; 

he was a medical officer during the years in Siena for the Fascist youth organisations the Balilla and the Gioventù 

Italiana del Littorio (GIL). He applied for voluntary enlistment in June 1940 but was refused by the Rector of Siena 

because he was needed for the running of the university. He was confirmed as libero docente in Clinica ostetrica e 

ginecologica on 4 December 1942. In Siena, besides Scienza dell’ortogenesi, he taught tecnica operatoria at the School 

of Specialisation in Ostetricia e ginecologia and he was libero docente at the clinica ostetrico-ginecologica. Cfr., ACS, 

Min. Pub. Istr., Direzione Generale Istruzione Superiore, Divisione I, Liberi Docenti III Serie (1930-1950), b. 423, f. 

“Romaniello Giovanni”. 
25 Born in Rovigno d’Istria on 13 October 1895, his whole university career was in Patologia speciale chirurgica in 

Siena. Besides his university career, Chiurco was a fascist squad member and was Member of Parliament from 1929 to 

1939; he fought in East Africa and Spain, and was Prefect of Siena during the Italian Social Republic (RSI). The events 

of his trial after the war were significant. Cfr., Floriana Colao, Il processo Chiurco. Giustizia e politica a Siena nel 

dopoguerra, Siena, Il Leccio, 2013. On the controversial figure of Chiurco as a violent fascist and profiteer, according 

to part of the same fascist circles, cfr. ACS, Min. Int., Divisione Gen. Pubblica Sicurezza, Divisione Polizia Politica, 

Fascicoli Personali 1927-1944, b. 296, f. “Chiurco prof. On. Giorgio” 
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according to a specific scheme proposed in 1938, partly borrowed from Pende's studies on 

orthogenesis26. Chiurco’s lectures, on the other hand, featured substantial references to hybridisms, 

the morbidity of blacks, and interbreeding, thus referring to his own studies on the subject27. 

 Mario Benazzi28, professor incaricato for Biologia e zoologia generale from 1936, taught 

Biologia delle razze umane until the end of 1943. His zeal (he proposed and obtained the teaching 

of this subject free of charge in 1941-42) earned him the position of professor straordinario in 

Biologia e zoologia generale - including genetics and the biology of races; he became director of 

the Istituto di biologia e zoologia generale29 and in 1944 he was awarded the position of professor 

ordinario30. The racist bent of the teaching of Biologia e zoologia generale seems to have come to a 

halt when Giovanni Brugi (libero docente in Anatomia) was appointed to the post because Benazzi, 

who was due to teach Farmacia per la Zoologia generale e per la Fisiologia generale, was 

unavailable. A comparison of Benazzi's lecture booklets from 1938-39 to 1942-43 with those of 

1943-44 shows - at least formally - that the substitute's approach was unrelated to his predecessor's 

racial-biology views: although the course officially retained the name of Biologia delle razze 

umane, Brugi's record reverted to the "pre-racist" title31. 

Among the subjects of "racial interest"32, Antropologia criminale (fourth year elective) taught by 

Giuseppe Bianchini, Professor ordinario of Medicina legale e delle assicurazioni33, and 

Demografia generale e demografia comparata delle razze (first year elective) taught by Ernesto 

D'Albergo34, were introduced for the degrees in Giurisprudenza and Scienze Politiche. After four 

lectures, from 15 March 1939, the Demografia delle razze course was handed over to Renato 

 
26 The Scienza dell’ortogenesi curriculum 1938-39: The auxological laws. The hypophyseal-diencephalon regulation 

of the centre of life. Hypogenitalism of central origin. Eunuchoidism of hypophyseal-diencephalon origin. Infantilism. 

Premature puberty. Genito-adrenal syndromes. Total and partial intersexuality. Dwarfs. Varicosis and its juvenile 

symptoms, The thymus lymphatic system. Prophylactic and therapeutic standards of the syndromes and diseases treated. 

Cfr. Annuario 1938-39, pp. 148-149. 
27 For the lesson summaries in the lecture booklets of Chiurco and Romaniello cfr., AUSi, Facoltà di Medicina e 

Chirurgia, Libretti delle lezioni, XIII – D, 21 e 22. On the racial subject matter produced by Chiurco, see Simone 

Duranti, Un medico al servizio della campagna razziale: Giorgio Alberto Chiurco, in “Italia contemporanea” n. 219, 

giugno 2000, pp. 249-262. 
28 Born in Ferrara on 29 August 1902, he qualified as a libero docente of Anatomia e Fisiologia Comparate in 

December 1930 in Turin and in March 1936 he was confirmed in the role in Clinica ostetrico-ginecologica at the 

university of Sassari. Cfr. ACS, Min. Pub. Istr., Direzione Generale Istruzione Superiore, Divisione I, Liberi Docenti II 

Serie (1930-1950), b. 43, f. “Benazzi”. 
29 Cfr., MFMC of 22 October 1940. It is worth noting that the proposal to teach the course free of charge was made 

in the same Council meeting in which he was nominated professor straordinario. 
30 Cfr., MFMC del 27 gennaio 1944. 
31 The lecture booklets of Benazzi up to 1943 reflect the framework of the course put forward in the 1938-39 

yearbook: “1: Species and race in Zoology and Anthropology. Races, peoples, nations. 2: Main morphological features 

of human races. 3: Fossil Man. 4: Living human races - classification and distribution. 5: European races. The Italian 

race. 6: Main physiological characteristics of human races. 7: Normal and pathological inheritance. Interbreeding. 8: 

Historical background on racist doctrines. Principles of fascist racism”. In the Annuario Unisi, 1938-39, p. 148. For the 

lecture booklets cfr. AUSi, Facoltà di Medicina e Chirurgia, Libretti delle lezioni, XIII – D, 21 e 22. 
32 The ministerial survey of race-related courses offered by Italian universities was dated February 1943 and also 

includes those subjects that - like Puericultura - concern Fascist protection and the improvement of the “Italic race”. 

Cfr. ACS, Min. Pub. Istr., Direzione Generale Istruzione Superiore, Divisione II, Leggi, regolamenti, statuti, esami, 

corsi, statistiche, tasse, studenti, ecc. 1925-1945, b. 13, f. Insegnamenti razziali. 
33 Born in S. Quirico d’Orcia (Siena) on 20 September 1888, His career in Medicina legale was closely linked to the 

University of Siena, where he graduated in 1912 and obtained his libera docenza in 1923. He became a professor 

straordinario in Cagliari in 1926 and then moved to Bari, where he became a professor ordinario in 1929. He returned 

to Siena in 1936 and was Dean of Medicina e Chirurgia from 1945 to 1950, Rector from 1956 to 1964 and finally 

Emeritus professor in June 1965. Cfr., ACS, Min. Pub. Istr., Direzione Generale Istruzione Universitaria, Fascicoli 

Professori Universitari III Serie (1940-1970), b. 55, f. “Bianchini Giuseppe”. For the assignment of Antropologia cfr. 

MFGC of 18 November 1938. 
34 Born in Noto on 1st June 1902, he obtained his libera docenza in Scienza della finanza e diritto finanziario in 

March 1930. Cfr. ACS, Min. Pub. Istr., Direzione Generale Istruzione Superiore, Divisione I, Liberi Docenti II Serie 

(1930-1950), b. 153, f. “D’Albergo”. For the assignment of the course cfr., MFGC of 18 November 1938.  
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Galli35, straordinario in Economia politica corporativa and responsible for Scienza delle finanze e 

diritto finanziario, who had just moved to Siena from Messina36. Galli dedicated four out of 

seventeen lectures to the Jewish problem in relation to migratory flows, professions and economic 

conditions (“Causes of the high social position of the Jewish race”)37. In 1939, with the arrival in 

Siena of Vincenzo Castrilli38, Professor ordinario of Statistica, he was given permanent 

responsibility for the course la Demografia delle razze from the 1939-40 academic year. His 

lectures included: “The Demographic Politics of Race; Multiple Meanings of the Word 'Race'; Race 

Equality and Interbreeding; European Races; Population Flows in the Jewish People”39. 

From 1938 to 1940 Franco Guidotti40 devoted part of his course in Diritto corporativo (fourth 

year course, only for Law undergraduates) to “Racial Legislation and the Defence and Improvement 

of Race”41, while in his course Storia e dottrina del fascismo (“History and doctrine of fascism”, 

fourth year, only for Political Science undergraduates) he dealt with “The Problem of Race” and 

“The Fascist Doctrine of Race”. Guidotti was reconfirmed for the following year but was 

unavailable because he was engaged in the war, so was replaced in the teaching of Storia e dottrina 

del fascismo by Arnaldo Biscardi for 1940-41 and subsequent years42. The subjects of the lessons 

noted in Biscardi's lecture booklets (he taught Diritto romano at the Faculty of Giurisprudenza) did 

not refer to racial legislation as his predecessor had done, although the subject would probably have 

appeared in the lesson “From the Foundation of the Empire to the Present Day”43.  

From June 1944, a number of courses (including Scienza dell’ortogenesi and Biologia delle 

razze umane) were temporarily cut, in accordance with the Ministerial Circular recommending 

savings44. This time - despite the fact that the lecturers were allowed to continue these courses free 

of charge - no one came forward, and by March 1945 it was decided to abolish the elective courses 

(including the racial ones)45. 
 

 

The propaganda of the GUF (Gruppi Universitari Fascisti [Fascist University Groups]) 
 

At university, the task of political mobilisation and propaganda, which was aggressive and 

extremist, was the prerogative of students enrolled in the GUF, and at the University of Siena they, 

like others, excelled in denouncing the Jewish problem. The anti-Semitic polemics took a very 

general approach, in line with the content transmitted by the Fascist Party (note that the GUF was a 

 
35 For the assignment to Galli cfr., MFGC of 2 March 1939 and Minutes of the Academic Senate of 14 March 1939.  
36 Cfr., MFGC of 21 December 1938. Galli became ordinario in 1940 (cfr., MFGC of 26 January 1940) and 

transferred the following year to the University of Florence (cfr., MFGC of 24 October 1941). 
37 Cfr., AUSi, Facoltà di Giurisprudenza, Libretti delle lezioni, XIV – C, 15. 
38 For colleagues’ welcome and the assignment, cfr., MFGC of 9 November 1939. Born in Campobasso on 11 

August 1885, he qualified as libero docente of Statistica in 1924 and became a professor ordinario in Bari in 1927. 

“From 1929 to 1938 he was a special envoy of the Italian government to the International Institute of European 

Cooperation; in 1939 he was called to the University of Siena where, having founded the Istituto di Statistica, he 

became its director. After the war he was one of the six experts at the Bureau des Universités attached to UNESCO”, in 

www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/vincenzo-castrilli_(Dizionario-Biografico). With the end of fascism, he was put forward 

for purging because it was claimed he was a fascist squad member before the march. The trial ended in his exoneration 

and he returned to teaching in Siena. Cfr., ACS, Min. Pub. Istr., Direzione Generale Istruzione Superiore, Professori 

universitari epurati (1944-1946), b. 7, f. “Prof. Vincenzo Castrilli”.  
39 Cfr., AUSi, Facoltà di Giurisprudenza, Libretti delle lezioni, XIV – C, 15. 
40 Born in Piancastagnaio (Siena) on 21 June 1906, he was a fascist squad member, enrolled in the PNF from 1920, 

and held positions in the fascist trade union associations, in the corporations and in the party. He graduated from Siena 

in 1927. From 1937 he was inspector of the Italian Fasci abroad. Cfr., ACS, Min. Int., Direzione Generale Pubblica 

Sicurezza, Divisione Polizia Politica, Fascicoli Personali 1927-1944, b. 648, f. “Guidotti dott. Franco”.  
41 Teaching Curriculum of the Faculty of Giurisprudenza – Degree in Scienze Politiche, in the Annuario Università 

di Siena 1938-1939, pp. 126-129. 
42 Cfr., MFGC of 2 May 1941. 
43 Cfr., AUSi, Facoltà di Giurisprudenza, Libretti delle lezioni, XIV – C, 15. 
44 Cfr., MFMC of 2 June 1944 in which it is specified, in response to the circular, that there were none other than 

merely economic reasons for cancelling the courses.  
45 Cfr., MFMC of 17 March 1945, in accordance with the Ministerial Circular n. 97 of 4 January 1945. 
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body belonging to the PNF)46, and references to the local university situation were minimal. If the 

students did not undertake dissertations on subjects related to race, those of them who collaborated 

with the GUF became familiar with anti-Jewish rhetoric and language. In the opening ceremony of 

the 1938-39 academic year, the boldness and sense of political responsibility regarding race was left 

entirely to the GUF secretary Andrea Sellari Franceschini. In my decade-long research into the 

language of GUF members in their writing and lecturing, I found that only the secretary of Siena 

used the concept of antisicarismo, (a neologism literally meaning “anti-killer-ism”) to explain the 

Fascist meaning of “defence of the race”. In detail: 
 

«In order not to be misunderstood, I wish to clarify that if this is the work of racism, it must be accompanied 

by an action of defence on our part: the task of antisicarismo, as a legal concept of defence. Antisicarismo in 

the sense of annihilation of any obstacle that has arisen or may arise, that has opposed or may oppose the 

work of enrichment of man-citizen-fascist-soldier material»47.  

 

Sellari Franceschini, a student of Medicina from Grosseto, who was aware of the importance of 

the stage he commanded for the opening of the academic years from 1938 onwards, recalled that 

“we will make all comrades aware of the importance of the problem and make them collaborate”. 

The Sienese university students involved in the anti-Semitic campaign set up a Centre for the Study 

of Race48, produced articles for the city’s press and educated the other youth through lectures and 

conversations49. This shows how, even in this political initiative of the fascists, the university 

students were recognised as a vanguard that stood out culturally, indoctrinating the masses. The 

minority of GUF members who accepted to work for the party and produce political propaganda 

(either because they shared fascist convictions or because of ambition) were proud of their role. It 

was a Sienese university student who coined the slogan for the GUF that so appealed to the national 

leadership that it was frequently used by the deputy secretary Fernando Mezzasoma: we are the 

“assault troops of fascist racism”50. 

In Siena, the GUF did not print a separate newspaper, but rather its contributers published a page 

in the federal paper. The articles on the fight against Judaism do not differ from those produced by 

the other GUFs, pointing to a national alignment or, at least, a reciprocal influence in the forms of 

expression and themes dealt with. There was hardly any reference to the University of Siena, and 

the Jews were generally denounced for their excessive presence in the Italian ruling class, which 

was supposed to be proof of the plan for international domination illustrated in the Protocols of the 

Elders of Zion. The Jew as a foreign body in the nation or as the holder of a double citizenship: a 

parasite who exploits the country that hosts him and into which he does not want to integrate, out of 

 
46 On the GUF in general and the GUF as a diligent promoter of the racial campaign, refer to Simone Duranti, Lo 

spirito gregario. I gruppi universitari fascisti tra politica e propaganda (1930-1940), Roma, Donzelli, 2008. 
47 Relazione del Segretario del GUF, in R. Università di Siena, Annuario per l’anno accademico 1938-39 XVII E. 

F., Siena, 1939. 
48 News of the establishment of the Centre for the Study of Race and the illustration of the activities carried out and 

of those planned can be found in the “Fascist Revolution”, 6 November 1938 (2), p. 3 and 27 November 1938 (5), p. 6 
49 “To date, the work has comprised some articles on biological matters, some lessons in the political preparation 

course for young people, and a course organised by the Federal Command for primary school teachers. A series of 

lessons for GIL instructors is also currently being run. The GUF Leadership (Direttorio and Fiduciario) have finished a 

work entitled «Racism from its rise to its flowering in the speeches and writing of the Duce»”, Relazione del Segretario 

del GUF, in R. Università di Siena, Annuario per l’anno accademico 1938-39, cit., p. 20. 
50A. Della Felice, Razzismo e GUF, in “La rivoluzione fascista”, 14 August 1938, (43), p. 1. The author defines the 

GUF as "the vanguard of fascist racism, because it is from the ferment of ideas of the young, from the precise, anti-

rhetorical, inspired vision that they have of the things of our time, that the radical revision of old ideas, of a bastard 

culture, can arise. (...) Far from adopting a purely doctrinaire view of the various aspects of the problem, university 

fascists must also and above all be the standard-bearers of our racism; they must study and advocate its word and thus 

demonstrate, once again, how the most generous custodians of the revolution want and know how to respond to the trust 

of the One who guides them. (...) The GUFs proudly become a stable line of deployment, where the young people, the 

assault troops of fascist racism, gather and illuminate ideas and faces, in order to give their broader, more invigorating 

and deeper contribution to the new command of the Leader”.  
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contempt and anti-fascism. Fascist racism was therefore ‘defensive’ precisely because it exposed 

the disloyalty of Italian Jews. 

If we evaluate the features of the racial campaign conducted through the press by the GUF in 

Siena compared to the other political messages produced throughout the 1930s, there seems to be a 

lack of originality and, if anything, simply the zeal of young people eager to commit themselves to 

the political line of the regime. On comparison, the approach of the Sienese, or at least that small 

group that embraced this controversy, is qualitatively in line with that of the notoriously bellicose 

and aggressive GUFs in Turin and Rome (with their periodicals Il Lambello and Roma Fascista), 

even if they did not devote any publication to discrediting individual lecturers who were expelled. 

The topics, it is worth emphasising, remained general: they dealt with Jewish intrusiveness in 

professions, the eternal international Jew and Judeo-Bolshevism, and with the usual references to 

the Soviet leadership, defined as mostly Jewish. The articles written by the Sienese GUF therefore 

mirrored what was happening in the rest of the country and in the universities; an initial stance at 

the beginning of 1938 made a distinction between cultural and biological racism, recalling how 

Italy maintained a magnanimous approach, which would take into account the merits of Italian 

Jews. Mario Verdone51, an active contributer to university journalism in Siena, penned an article on 

the problem of dual Jewish affiliation, in which he asked people to reflect and make conscious 

choices: are Jews, in essence, first Italian or Jewish? And are they not the ones who establish racial 

differences?52 These are frequent considerations in the university and national press in 1938-39, 

which demonstrate more the party's ability to direct propaganda than the originality of the 

university elite. In the Italian provinces, however, and certainly in 1930s Siena, the lack of 

originality was compensated for by the authoritativeness of the university coat of arms, and the 

GUF activists were also protagonists in this fascist battle. This does not detract from the fact that 

personal relationships were able to lead to circumventions and derogations in matters of race and 

allow - for example - the well-known artist Piero Sadun (under the pseudonym T. Duna), a Sienese 

Jew, to illustrate a volume of poems by Verdone published by the local GUF. The episode 

demonstrates once again how much a personal “floating line” was possible under dictatorships, 

despite the totalitarian assertions of the system53: one writes and discusses about the Jewish threat in 

public and then makes exceptions for one's friends. All this does not in any way mitigate the moral 

and practical gravity of fascist anti-Semitism, as demonstrated by the fate of those foreign Jewish 

students who did not have friends or local protection networks. Their only chance of continuing 

their studies and graduating was to finish on time, without extending their study duration fuori 

corso, and most managed to do so by 1939. 
 

 

The students 
 

The Questura (Provincial Police Headquarters) identified the 20 foreign Jews enrolled in Siena 

by contacting the university Administrative Office between November 1938 and February 1939, 

receiving replies within about a week54. An earlier partial list, dated 18 August, contained 12 names 

(10 enrolled in Medicina and 2 in Farmacia)55. The document shows that it was difficult for the 

 
51 Verdone returned to these episodes both in an exchange of letters with Nino Cordisco and in an interview with 

me. Cfr. Nino Cordisco, Università e fascismo, cit. and Simone Duranti, Studiare nella crisi. Interviste a studenti 

universitari negli anni del fascismo, Grosseto, Effigi, 2011, pp. 173-181. 
52 Mario Verdone, Un aspetto particolare della politica razzista, in “La Rivoluzione Fascista”, 8 January 1939, The 

GUF page. 
53 On the relationship between the possibility of personal choice and dictatorships, see Paul Corner (a cura di), Il 

consenso totalitario. Opinione pubblica e opinione popolare sotto fascismo, nazismo e comunismo, Roma-Bari, Laterza, 

2012. 
54 Of the personal records of the 20 students, only 12 have the letters from the Questura: 6 sent on 17 November 

1938, 3 on 18 January 1939 and 2 on 2 February 1939, plus one undated letter but with a reply from the Administrative 

Office from March 1939. 
55 For Farmacia: Chaim Dancygier and Vittorio Hornstein. For Medicina: Giulio Langer, Leopold Meylik, Cypa 

Aleksandrowicz, Hirsz Brodacz, Simon Beer, Jean Theofil Bergovici, David Bornsztejn, Meinhardt Loewenthal, 
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clerks to establish who was Jewish among the foreign students enrolled, since ‘there are some 

students of Albanian and American nationality whose documents do not show any sign of their 

professed religion and whose verification will require laborious investigations’. Although the 

Sienese fascist newspaper suggested that their expulsion was imminent, a study of the personal files 

of these students reveals a more disparate situation. Of these 20 students (8 Poles, 7 Romanians, 3 

Germans, 1 Hungarian, and 1 Russian), 6 ceased their studies before completing them (3 Germans 

and 3 Romanians) while 14 (all but two of them56 enrolled in the final year of Medicina and 

Farmacia in 193857) managed to graduate: one in the autumn session of 1938, five in July 193958 

and seven in November of that same year59. 

The history of their stay in Siena is not easy to reconstruct and is reliant on the bureaucratic 

laconicism of the personal files kept in the university archives, where handwritten letters alternate 

with curricula, exam records with grades, passport photos, the occasional plea for a review of one’s 

case, and queries from the Administrative Office to the Ministry. The overall impression is that it 

was a difficult process to uncover the racial information which the Administrative Office staff 

began to familiarise themselves with in the autumn of 1938. Today, one looks at these papers with 

empathy, searching for an indication of a stance in the use of language, but the administrative staff 

limited themselves to applying a steady stream of deliberately unclear rules produced via ministerial 

circulars. It is well known that after Bottai's first measure of 9 August 1938 forbidding all foreign 

Jews access to university, on 6 October the continuation of studies was granted to those already 

enrolled (but not to Germans and ex-Austrians, for whom the ban was confirmed). Historiography 

attributes this partial softening to the intervention of the Ministero degli affari esteri (Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs), which is said to have pointed out the difficulty of modifying existing reciprocity 

agreements with other states60. However, even though the Foreign Office had already announced 

the relaxation of the measures on 25 August through the embassies, Bottai waited until October to 

issue the ministerial circular. It is clear that the confusion and the lack of speed in communicating 

successive regulations put enormous strain on the relationship between students and university 

administrations61. This is one of the odious aspects consciously produced by Bottai's dilatory 

behaviour, which kept the lives of individuals hanging on a ministerial circular. On 22 August 

1938, a worried Leopold Meylik, who had been at the University of Siena since 1934, wrote to the 

Rector from Lviv to ask for clarification about the possibility of enrolling in the sixth year of 

Medicina and taking part in the autumn session of exams, since unofficial information was 

 
Samuel Cytron, and Fredi Holzapfel. Cfr., ACS, Min. Int., Dir. Gen. Pubblica Sicurezza, Divisione Affari generali e 

riservati, Archivio generale, categorie permanenti, A 16 stranieri ed ebrei stranieri, 1930-1956, b. 15, f. 75 Siena.  
56 The Polish student Dozia Schimelman (born in Busk on 6 March 1916) graduated from Balfour College High 

School, Tel Aviv, in 1935 and subsequently enrolled in the University of Pisa in 1936-37; she arrived in Siena in June 

1941 and graduated in October 1942. In her Doctor’s State Exam certificate awarded in Perugia in February 1943, it 

states “of Jewish race”. The “Palestine Gazette” of 10 October 1946 published news of her medical licence and 

residence in Tel Aviv (AUS, fMC, b. 115). Haim Figlear (born in Tighina, Romania, on 11 October 1911) enrolled in 

Siena on 30 January 1939 as a “fuori corso” student who came from the University of Bologna (AUSi, fMC, b. 112).  
57David Bornsztejn (born in Warsaw on 16 July 1914) matriculated in 1936 in Siena, coming from the University of 

Montpellier and previously (1934-35 academic year) from the third year of the University of Florence. He graduated in 

Medicina on 31 October 1938. Cfr. AUSi, fMC, b. 102. 
58Haim Figlear, Giulio Langer, Leopold Meylik, Lida Lerner (a Romanian born in Odessa on 10 January 1913 – cfr., 

AUSi, fMC, b. 98), Jeruchim Fischel (born in Zablotow, Poland, on 5 July 1910, emigrated to New York and changed 

his name to Ernst Philip), cfr. AUSi, fMC, b. 102.  
59 Besides Samuel Cytron, Marco Serebriischi, Chaim Dancygier, and the married couple Cypa Aleksandrowicz and 

Hirsz Brodacz, who are mentioned later, on 9 November 1939 the following students graduated in Medicina: Eliezer 

Shinker (born in Kherson, Russia, on 10 November 1912), a Palestinian Jew who graduated from the Herzliya Hebrew 

Gymnasium, Tel Aviv, in 1931 (AUSi, fMC, b. 113); Boris Reinomen (born in Tighina, Romania, on 18 May 1914), 

who was registered as a Soviet citizen after the war (AUSi, fMC, b. 113). 
60 Cfr. Michele Sarfatti, Mussolini contro gli ebrei. Cronaca dell’elaborazione delle leggi del 1938, Torino, 

Zamorani, 1994, pp. 32-33 and Annalisa Capristo, Il Decreto legge del 5 settembre 1938 e le altre norme antiebraiche 

nelle scuole, nelle università e nelle accademie, in “La Rassegna Mensile di Israel”, v. 73, 2, 2007, pp. 131-167. 
61 The whole matter is reconstructed well, including its vexatious implications, in Francesca Pelini – Ilaria Pavan, La 

doppia epurazione. L’Università di Pisa e le leggi razziali tra guerra e dopoguerra, Bologna, Il Mulino, 2009.  



84 

 

circulating in the Polish press about the impossibility of foreigners continuing their studies in Italy. 

On 27 August the Administrative Office replied that:  
 

«the restrictive provisions issued by the competent authorities of the Italian government concern only foreign 

citizens of the Jewish religion. Indeed, these will not be able to begin or continue their university studies as 

of the 1938-39 academic year»62.  

 

Of the foreign Jews attending the University of Siena when the racial laws came into force, only 

three did all their studies there63. The others came from other universities: Pisa, Bologna, Modena, 

Parma, Perugia, Florence, Tours and Montpellier. Two of them spent a year at the university in 

Turin before returning to Siena in 1938 to graduate. In the 1930s, thousands of Jews from countries 

that restricted their access to university chose Italy as a favourable location for their education. 

Many attended Medicina courses (60-70%64) and the presence of foreign students, professors and 

professionals from Eastern Europe or Nazi Germany was viewed with concern by those who 

observed excessive foreign competition in the medical profession: 
 

«I believe it is my duty to make you aware of a danger currently hanging over the medical profession that is 

far from insignificant. After the expulsion of the Jews from Germany, a considerable number of doctors have 

been asking to come to Italy. I have received numerous letters (...) They are university professors, illustrious 

names who would like to come to our institutes in any capacity and they are experienced doctors who are 

looking for work (...) since the problem is also political, I ask you to seek directives»65. 

 

Only in a few cases do student files contain personal transcripts, and among those available, the 

considerable number of exams taken in the final year of enrolment before graduation is striking. 

There are eight, ten and even fifteen exams in a year, some of them taken on the same day66. It is to 

be assumed that these students were in some way helped by teachers to sit their exams quickly so as 

not to run the risk of exceeding the course’s standard duration (ie., become fuori corso), thus 

jeopardising their university career67. If this is true (and not merely the cumulative recording of 

exams taken previously), one can hypothesise a form of practical solidarity on the part of lecturers 

who were able to claim as much a professional as a political autonomy within the boundaries of 

their teaching role. 

The situation of the expelled students was particularly harsh, from what little concrete evidence 

of their lives can be found in the archive papers. Two of the three German Jewish students were 

expelled and only one of them is known to have survived. Fredi Holzapfel, born in Holzminden in 

1911, enrolled in Siena in December 1937, having come from the University of Pisa where he had 

been enrolled since 1933-34. On 20 October 1938, he applied to discuss his thesis but fell ill and 

was hospitalised. The following December, he asked to be readmitted to finish his degree, but the 

Ministry turned him down and he was forced to abandon his studies. In the 1950s, Holzapfel wrote 

to the Sienese Administrative Office from his hometown in Germany requesting the return of his 

 
62 Leopold Meylik, a Pole from Lviv (according to the Siena Questura, “Stateless, Jew”) matriculated in Siena in 

February 1934. Cfr. AUSi, fMC, b. 91. 
63Besides Leopold Meylik, there was Giulio Langer (born in Kemend, Hungary, on 15 October 1913) who enrolled 

in the first year in 1933 (AUSi, fMC, b. 91) and Chaim Dancygier (born in Lublin on 1 May 1907), who graduated from 

Siena in Medicina in 1936, and enrolled in Farmacia at the end of 1937 (AUSi, fF, b. 29). 
64 Cfr. Elisa Signori, Una peregrinatio academica in età contemporanea: gli studenti ebrei stranieri nelle università 

italiane tra le due guerre, in “Annali di storia delle università italiane”, 4, 2000, p. 160. 
65 Letter of 1933 from the secretary of the Fascist National Union of Doctors to Emilio Bodrero (the then president 

of the National Confederation of Fascist Unions), in Renzo De Felice, Storia degli ebrei italiani sotto il fascismo, 

Torino, Einaudi, 1961, pp. 132-133 of the 1993 edition. 
66 In 1939 alone, Chaim Dancygier passed 8 exams (seven of which in the summer session) in Farmacia, while in 

Medicina Cypa Aleksandrowicz and her husband Hirsz Brodacz passed 10 exams, and Samuel Cytron passed 15 exams. 
67 The ban on foreign Jewish students being “fuori corso” was confirmed in the Circular of the Ministro 

dell’Educazione Nazionale (Ministry of National Education) of 16 January 1939. Despite this provision, the Romanian 

Haim Figlear enrolled in Siena on 30 January 1939 as a “fuori corso” student coming from the University of Bologna, 

graduating on 15 July of that year. In the 1950s he was recorded as a Soviet citizen. Cfr., AUSi, fMC, b. 112. 
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academic records68. 

The tragedy of an illness that caused Jews to lose precious time which could not be made up and 

could ruin their academic career, making the risk of expulsion from Italy real, also affected another 

student: Jean Theofil Bergovici, a Romanian, born in Iasi on 27 July 1914, who arrived in Siena in 

1935-36 (in 1938 he was attending the sixth year of Medicina). Illness prevented him from 

graduating by the end of 1939 and his request (to the Ministeri dell’Educazione nazionale e degli 

interni (Ministries of National Education and the Interior)) to be allowed to finish his studies was 

rejected, and as a result he was forced to drop out. In 1949, he wrote to Siena from France to 

retrieve his academic records69. There are few traces in the archives of the other German Jew who 

studied at Siena, Meinhardt Loewenthal (born in Munich, on 3 December 1911). He came from the 

University of Pisa and enrolled at the end of 1937 in Siena. While still in his fourth year, in 

September 1938 he applied for admission to sit three exams in Medicina but, without further 

information, on 24 November he declared that he had withdrawn his documents ‘due to cessation of 

studies’70. 

Foreign Jews at university experienced practical difficulties in a state of urgency also involving 

harassment and bureaucratic difficulties such as finding the money needed to pay university fees, 

complicated by the limits that various national laws placed on the transfer of foreign currency. Lida 

Lerner graduated cum laude in the summer of 1939 and attended the Clinic of Ostetrica e 

ginecologica but, following the decision of the Academic Senate on 20 March 1940, she was 

excluded from the selection for the “Prof. Arturo Guzzoni degli Ancarani Prize” awarded to the 

most diligent student with the best performance in their studies, because she “belonged to the 

Jewish race”71. Studying in Siena posed the further complication of not benefiting from the 

deferment of military service for those on the compulsory conscription lists in their country of 

origin72. In this scenario it is difficult to imagine how anyone could find the serenity and 

concentration necessary for study. Victor Hornstein’s hopes of completing his degree in Farmacia 

probably foundered on the rocks of legislation designed to make life difficult for Jewish students. 

Having arrived in Siena in August 1938, after studying in Modena and Parma from 1933, 

Hornstein, a Romanian citizen born in Negresti on 18 November 1910, managed to pay his tuition 

fees until June 1939. Although he had taken five exams in October 1938, his ability to keep up with 

the syllabus clearly suffered. In 1939 he passed only one exam, which was not enough given the 

various core and elective courses he still needed to pass to graduate73. His expulsion appears in red 

on the cover of the file: "Ceased studies, being a Jew". 

It is this human dimension of affliction, but also of great dignity, that emerges from the file of 

Simon Beer, who was born in Iasi, Romania on 10 August 1913 and arrived in Siena in the 1935-36 

academic year, coming from the University of Tours74. When the Questura (the police) recorded the 

presence of foreign Jews at the university in November 1938, Beer was enrolled in the sixth year. 

However, police officers noticed that he had only applied for the sixth year to begin in November of 

the following year (i.e., for the 1939-40 academic year) and asked the university for an explanation 

in April 1940. The Questura wanted to know whether Beer’s status was to be considered illegal and 

if he were therefore liable to be expelled as "fuori corso". A few days later the university explained 

that it had notified Beer that he had been enrolled in the sixth year of the course because he had 

applied for it and only after he had failed to pay his fees had his enrolment been considered invalid 

and Beer had therefore been "fuori corso" in his fifth year. But the rector added: 

 
68AUSi, fMC, b. 111. 
69AUSi, fMC, b. 102. 
70AUSi, fMC, b. 110. 
71 Cfr. Verbali del Senato, cit., pp. 241-242.  
72 In 1936 the Polish student Moses Safir applied to transfer to the University of Pisa “since in accordance with the 

law in force in Poland, only the R. Universities of Siena and Parma do not give the benefit of deferring military service 

until the end of the student’s studies”. Cfr. AUS, fMC – b. 101.  
73 See the correspondence between the Rectors of Siena and Parma of September 1938 in AUSi, fF, b. 30. 
74 Cfr. AUSi, fMC, b. 102. 
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«In the current academic year 1939-40, the student in question duly enrolled in the sixth-year course, paying 

the first instalments of fees and surcharges, and will have to complete his examinations in the current year, 

since, according to the ministerial provisions in force, Israelite students from the 1939-40 academic year are 

not allowed to become fuori corso students». 

 

The situation seemed to have found a resolution without a catastrophic expulsion of students and 

with the possibility of them completing their studies, but with Italy joining the war, the arrests 

began, and they were sent to concentration camps in the south of Italy. The Prefecture of Siena 

informed the Ministero degli Interni (Ministry of the Interior)75 that on 17 June 1940 the German 

Heinz Spiegel76 and four Polish citizens Chaim Dancygier77, Hirsz Brodacz78, Izydor Steinwurzel79 

and Salomon Jejcies80 had been arrested, while Simon Beer81, the Pole Cypa Aleksandrowicz82 and 

the Romanian Marco Serebriischi83 were still at large, waiting to be interned or deported. Beer was 

interned in a concentration camp in the municipality of Lama dei Peligni (Chieti). From here, the 

following October, he applied through the Podestà - the appointed municipal authority - to take 

exams in the autumn session, asking for their dates. The university replied giving the dates for four 

medical subjects but there is no further information on whether Beer sat them. Simon Beer was only 

able to graduate from the University of Bari in the summer session of 1946: for this reason, in a dry 

but touching letter, he asked Siena to promptly provide him with his academic records, pointing out 

that even a delay of a few months would be significant “after so many years lost in a concentration 

camp”. It is worth noting that Italian bureaucracy did not make any allowances for the concentration 

camp ex-internees and Beer had to pay all the fees owing in order to graduate84. 

 
75 Recorded delivery letter of 18 June 1940, in ACS, Min. Int., Dir. Gen. Pubblica Sicurezza, Divisione Affari 

generali e riservati, Archivio generale, categorie permanenti, A 16 stranieri ed ebrei stranieri, 1930-1956, b. 15, f. 75 

Siena.  
76 Born in Bochum on 3 February 1913, he matriculated at Siena in 1933 and attended until 1935, after which his 

university file contains the note: “Ceased his studies and withdrew his documents – see note 29-10-1938” (Cfr. AUSi, 

fMC, b. 91). The prefecture described him as “a former Austrian, tutor to an English family who had lived in Asciano 

for many years. Converted to Catholicism in 1937, he married the Aryan Vilma Saporetti, of unknown origin, a singer 

living in Milan. Authorised to reside in the kingdom in 1939 by the Demorazza (General Department for Demography 

and Race)’. For this reason he was released from prison. Cfr., ACS, Min. Int., Dir. Gen. Pubblica Sicurezza, Divisione 

Affari generali e riservati, Archivio generale, categorie permanenti, A 16 stranieri ed ebrei stranieri, 1930-1956, b. 15, f. 

75 Siena.  
77 See note n. 63. 
78 See note n. 86. 
79 Born in Monasterzyska on 6 December 1903), he graduated in Medicina in the 1934-35 academic year. Cfr., 

AUSi, fMC, studenti, XII – D – a 91. See note n. 2 for his protest to Mussolini. 
80 Born in Tarnapol on 26 May 1906, he attended the University of Prague from 1928 to 1933. He matriculated at 

Siena in February 1934, graduating in Medicina in the 1936-37 academic year. Cfr., AUSi, fMC, studenti XII – D – a 

96. 
81 The Prefect of Siena, in pressing for the ministerial decisions, recalled that Beer, when ‘invited to leave the 

country, cited the difficulties of renewing expired documents and then made the request to complete his studies’. Cfr., 

ACS, Min. Int., Dir. Gen. Pubblica Sicurezza, Divisione Affari generali e riservati, Archivio generale, categorie 

permanenti, A 16 stranieri ed ebrei stranieri, 1930-1956, b. 15, f. 75 Siena.  
82 See note n. 86. 
83 Born in Odessa on 5 September 1914, he transferred from the University of Bologna to Siena on 28 December 

1934, where he graduated in Medicina on 29 November 1939 (AUSi, fMC, Studenti, XII – D – a 100). The prefecture 

states that “having completed his studies, he no longer meets the requirements to stay in Italy and after repeated 

invitations to leave the country he was issued with a compulsory travel document for expatriation via Postumia, but this 

was rejected in May 1940 by the Yugoslav border authorities because the transit document had expired (deliberately, it 

is believed, by the holder). His passport was confiscated. Expulsion by any means is recommended, including boarding 

a ship destined for Romanian ports, or internment in a concentration camp, as Serebriischi is considered suspicious. 

Indeed, he asked for a meeting with the Duce to tell him about a fabulous discovery of his that the authorities believe to 

be a hoax”. Cfr., ACS, Min. Int., Dir. Gen. Pubblica Sicurezza, Divisione Affari generali e riservati, Archivio generale, 

categorie permanenti, A 16 stranieri ed ebrei stranieri, 1930-1956, b. 15, f. 75 Siena.  
84 His internment camps are recorded as: Lama dei Peligni (CH) from 14 September 1940; Alberobello (BA) from 

15 June 1941; Ferramonti from 14 July 1942. The last trace we have of Simon Beer is in the 1950s, when a letter 
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All the others arrested and reported by the Prefecture, with the exception of Serebriischi and 

Spiegel, were interned85. While the Academic Senate proposed a more sympathetic attitude towards 

students on the part of lecturers in times of world war, for foreigners from enemy countries and for 

Jews the prospect was one of concentration camps. Chaim Dancygier was imprisoned in Lama dei 

Peligni from 14 September 1940, then in Ferramonti from 17 November 1941, in Corropoli from 23 

November 1942 and disappeared from Bagno a Ripoli on 29 September 1943. Cypa 

Aleksandrowicz and Hirsz Brodacz86 were married and had studied medicine together in Italy, first 

in Perugia and from 1934-35 in Siena. They sat many of their examinations together, as well as 

their dissertations. All that remains of their later experience is their wandering through the camps in 

Abruzzo: he was in Isola del Gran Sasso from 9 July 1940, while she was sent to Lanciano from 16 

July 1940. They were reunited in Atri in October and then moved on to Torricella Sicura on 21 July 

1941. The last trace of them was at the Orsogna camp from September 1942 and it was here that 

Cypa died on 8 January 1944. 

Salomon Jejcies was interned in Campagna (Salerno) from 18 June 1940, and then moved to 

Villanterio (Pavia) from 17 August 194287 under the regime of “free internment”. Izydor 

Steinwurzel, arrived at Ferramonti on 14 July 1940, and then moved to Montechiarugolo (Parma) 

on 14 October 1942 from where he left on 9 September 1943. 

In addition to these six internees who had been reported by the Prefecture of Siena as having 

been arrested in June 1940, there were two others: Dozia Schimelman, in Pollenza (Macerata) from 

June 1940 to 25 June 1941, then in Siena until 1943 from where she travelled to Palestine88; and 

finally, Samuel Cytron, born in Bialystok, Poland on 10 September 1914, and for whom, besides 

the modest amount of information contained in the university file89, there are the memories of his 

second son, Muni, who I traced thanks to the Web. The Cytron family traded in textiles in Bialystok 

and of Daniele Cytron's ten (perhaps eleven) children only one daughter survived the Holocaust 

(she moved to Israel after the war), and a son, Samuel, who attended medical school first in Modena 

and then in Siena where he graduated in November 1939. Samuel was interned from June 1940 in 

Campagna (Salerno) and in Ferramonti from the following 29 September. He was in the camp of 

Mormanno (Cosenza) from October 1942, and with the armistice he entered the service of the 

British troops as a doctor. After the war, the municipality of Mormanno certified that he had 

provided medical assistance to 150 refugees in 1944 and he remained there as a general practitioner 

and married Magda Conte. They had two children, Daniele, born in 1944, and Muni in 1950. After 

initially moving to Roseto degli Abruzzi, where he began practising as a dentist, he moved to 

Pescara, where he died in 1999. 
 

 

Conclusions 
 

In this essay I have reconstructed the impact of the racist legislation on Jewish lecturers and 

students at the University of Siena and investigated the behaviour of the university leadership in 

that particular political and cultural climate. The behaviour of the Sienese GUF was similar to that 

of other groups in Italy: a limited number of collaborators interested in supporting the propaganda, 

virulent tones, little originality and few references to the local situation. The governing bodies of 

 
containing a transcript of his studies was sent to him from the University of Siena to his address in New York. 

85 For the dates, internment locations and archive references, see the database edited by Anna Pizzuti: 

http://www.annapizzuti.it 
86 Both Poles, Hirsz was born in Bialystok on 10 September 1914, while Cypa was born in Knyszyn on 2 December 

1912. Cfr., AUSi, fMC, b. 99. 
87 Cfr. http://www.luoghidelricordo.it/dettaglio_nome.php?id_nome=627 
88 See above n. 56. 
89 AUSi, fMC, b. 110. 

http://www.luoghidelricordo.it/dettaglio_nome.php?id_nome=627
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the university expressed themselves on the racial laws with caution and relative reticence: a few 

mentions in the meetings of the Academic Senate, a Faculty of Giurisprudenza Council meeting 

monopolised by the case of the expulsion of Professor Tedeschi, almost nothing on the part of the 

rector on occasion of the Academic Year inaugurations. There was no discussion recorded of the 

fate of the foreign students who had been blacklisted, but a possible substantial form of help to 

enable them to finish their studies and avoid becoming “fuori corso”. 

The legislation affected the fates of individuals in the following way: the only Jewish lecturer 

was expelled; no Italian Jewish students were affected (except by barring those who had passed 

their school-leaving exams from starting university); of the twenty foreign Jews up to date with 

their studies (plus two graduates), six were expelled and eight were interned in Italian concentration 

camps from 1940. None of these were subsequently deported, although for one student there is no 

news after the war. 

The relationship between anti-Jewish laws and universities has been given great prominence in 

recent years, especially as a result of the annual Holocaust Memorial Day celebrations, which have 

enabled various universities to reflect on their own history. Further effort is still needed to complete 

the study of the most neglected sector of the persecution: that of the foreigners who attended an 

academic world traditionally known for its welcome of foreigners, unlike that of their countries of 

origin. As in the case of Siena, it is generally very difficult to reconstruct individual life paths for 

subjects who moved around a great deal in the 1930s and who were in danger of expulsion and at 

risk of deportation. The case of the lecturers is certainly much better known and - in my opinion - 

less interesting: the reasons for this point of view were set out with remarkable intelligence by 

Alberto Cavaglion in a note that I think is worth recalling: 

 

«Let us take the case of universities, which has been one of the best investigated (...). Rather than 

expressions of solidarity with expelled colleagues, all the documentation collected reveals a great appetite for 

the professorships that become vacant. In truth, no institution is as monotonous as that of the university. 

From the point of view of university culture, 1938 is of no interest to the researcher. Before, during, and after 

fascism, the academic world, with few exceptions, remained bound to a logic of “sharing out” posts; anti-

Semitism became the key to unlock and feast on the rich pickings of a high number of professorships: a 

“manna” from heaven, wrote Ernesto Rossi (...). The problem for university professors in Italy is always a 

question of professorships, and Judaism does not have much sway; it will survive fascism, as shown by the 

painful history of the rights restored after 1945 with the consequent apotheosis of another national golden 

rule: “what is done cannot be undone”. The chair of Italian literature in Florence, which had been held by 

Attilio Momigliano and then occupied by Giuseppe De Robertis in 1938, was split in two after the end of the 

war so that it could be given back to the person who had been expelled, without affecting the person who had 

taken his place. Clearly, the issue, like any other, should be observed without any false moralism, and 

therefore without forgetting some of its praiseworthy aspects either (L. Limentani, for example, rejoiced with 

his best student, Eugenio Garin, who succeeded him in the Florentine chair of Philosophy, seeing in the 

cruelty of fate at least a sign of continuity of the School90). Nor should we forget the less than edifying 

aspects: seven years before the laws on Race, in the fateful two-year period from 1930 to 1931, university 

professors were required to take the oath of allegiance to fascism, and one of the few, as we know, not to 

comply was Giorgio Levi Della Vida. The university world suffered an initial shock, albeit on a smaller scale 

than that of ’38. In 1931 too there was a small amount of “manna”, as a dozen or so university positions 

came onto the market. (...) How is it that Levi Della Vida always made it clear that he did not want his 

refusal in 1931 to be compared to the expulsions in 1938? His sullen severity could be judged as an act of 

pride in a person who was usually reluctant to put his own merits on display: “The promulgation of the anti-

Jewish laws that had removed a significant number of Jewish professors from teaching in the autumn of 

1938,” he wrote in his memoirs, “ended up swallowing up my case in theirs, which was all the more 

notorious and tearful, so that most believed and still believe that I lost my job because of my blood and not 

 
90 Cfr. E. Garin, Filosofia e politica. Scritti dedicati a C. Luporini, Firenze, La Nuova Italia, pp. 19-41 
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because of my ideas. (...) The fact that I am not particularly happy about being grouped together with that 

company should not appear strange to those who consider that among those who lost their lecture positions 

for “racial” reasons there was more than one who, from the first to the final hour, had militated with 

enthusiasm and devotion under the fascist “littorio” banner.”91 As the gentleman he was, Della Vida lists 

Gino Arias, Giorgio Del Vecchio, Carlo Foà and Attilio Levi, but he glosses over his personal case; any 

researcher of good will be able to verify in the archive files that Della Vida’s chair, which became vacant in 

1931, was filled, much to his bitter disappointment, by a Jewish lecturer, Umberto Cassuto, once he had 

quietly sworn the oath»92. 
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